
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
TO:  SCHOOL DISTRICT LEADERSHIP, BCSS MEMBER SCHOOL ADMIN 
FROM: JORDAN ABNEY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
SUBJECT: BCSS EVENTS AND BC GASOLINE SHORTAGE 
DATE: NOVEMBER 22, 2021 
CC: 
 

 BCSS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

BC School Sports continues daily to assess the situation as it pertains to the ability for 
schools to travel safely for school sport. There are many variables at play, most recently, 
the conversation with the Ministry of Education and Districts about reducing non-
essential travel due to the gasoline shortage which is quickly approaching critical 
status.  

BC School Sports is in the final two weeks of the fall season. This means we are down 
to just provincial championships in a few events, and relatively, very few teams are still 
playing. Due to highway closures, championship events last week, and those 
happening this week, were adapted to move to regional championships, with a 
coastal (island/lower mainland) and Interior/North (Kootenays, North, Okanagan) 
regions created in place of provincial championships to reduce travel and address 
accessibility issues caused by highway closures. This is far from ideal, but better than 
unceremoniously ending the seasons in these sports.   

Volleyball championships are scheduled to begin middle of next week, and there has 
yet to be a determination on these events. At this point, all options are being 
considered, including relocating the events, delaying the events, regionalizing the 
events etc. BCSS has indicated this would be determined in the next 72 hours, as we 
try to balance having the most accurate information possible, with the realities of 
schools and teams needing adequate time to plan if there are changes. 

After 17 months with no school sport, the return to activities has been celebrated all 
throughout the season of play and it would be extremely disheartening for our 
student-athletes to lose out on these opportunities at such a late juncture. We are 
asking and recommending districts allow their teams to attend provincial 
championships over the next 12 days as we wind down the fall season of play.  

 
 

  



 

Our winter season of play starts next Monday, November 29th. This means that winter 
sports (basketball, curling, gymnastics, ski/snowboard, wrestling) may begin to 
compete next week. If the provincial gas shortage remains critical, we may look at a 
pause on the start of the season for a few days to reduce fuel consumption. As it’s at 
the beginning of the season, and all the teams in the province will be looking to get 
their season going, the effect could be much larger, and it would be challenging if 
some districts put in some restrictions while others do not. We will evaluate this again 
more in the coming days and welcome district level feedback on this.  

Our planning for these championship events usually extends upwards of 18 months 
for each event. Making major changes within a week of the event is a challenge for 
everyone, and we thank you for your understanding and support as we work to 
navigate the effects of a pandemic, massive highway closures, flooding and now a 
critical fuel shortage, concurrently. We know how important these events are and are 
working to make decisions that are responsible and appropriate given what is 
happening in our province right now.  We will continue to monitor the emergency 
orders and the situation around the province and will adapt our championships and 
events as needed.  

As always, should you have questions, or feedback please don’t hesitate to contact 
me directly.  


